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“URJUECT @ U, 8, Army Project ABOLLQO and Nelation to COROMA

——

1. The U.5 Army is prescatly enpazed in socking LOUD
rsroval "or a phota reconnaiesance satellite program known as
crojest APOLLO {{formerly u‘\....nn.s.; ). The ACLLD satellite
will miap the earth's surface whila sirnultaneously phetegraphing
celestial bodies above the satellite, taareby ostauimnuw a cclestial
iix for each point on the ground recorded by tixe carth-shotorranl ing
‘2. The ultimate purpose is to pinpoint accuratcly stratezic

2. The Army has already aypreached ARPA for a prorram
approval {or AFOLLG, A_u’A azproved the Armmy program in
preference to a similar USAF proposal which then was before AL P24 e
v Yorlk, however, felt it was o Gupedication of CORTIA and reoested
that f.:»;. aigh level Army rescareh and develepment oflicizls ba

1 order to explain this duslication, The officials were cleorad
ed. The Armay aleo talked to representatives of ETAUT OMAT
rezorcing exploitation of the take from Project ATGLILO,

Mo

. Sfter the briefing, the Zom A enviciconed hie use of 2 modie
e CORANA camera and wes s Airoalside about prodecing a Laylead

oLtioal b
ts b cpera tu:zual in 1939 utilizing Itak and Ceneral !

priine contractors,

. ‘The matler i3 now schedvled for review by U'r. Yorkon
20 April 1959 at 1600 hoars, Senior vepreseniatives from Al - A,
ULa®, and Army will be in attencdance. Iicth tha A ey and A2L00

- have requcested that a senior representative of L i3 be gresent,

5. Although ARPA recards APCLLO as a separate croTram,
not connected with CORONA, tae Army indicated to
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that parhaps the APOLLD Laylead could be included in tuz
LWRONA series, The Army is aware that any sus~orted char os
in CORONA must be {ully coordinated with the Acency.

6. ‘The followiny recresents ocur conclusions and RreIoscn
(<) Fad &
CIA policy fox your consideraticn:

a. The Presicdeat bhas mc‘xcateu that the ov cr«‘ Wﬁt
photegrapny involved should be accomplishied by L1,

b. iresidential approval will ts ocau“& {or easl ahet
by CIA in the same mul nar a8 CHALICE anprovals save bzex
obtained,

‘€. Tha Army proposal could coest fﬁur ploanee L0 NA
shots., Informally AR Z'-’A ims im}ic
liest sourca, The first COUNONA cp" rational snel is schin.led
for 28 May. ’

No new systavn shwuld be asproved watil the Jirst
camern tlight is comploted Lecause ¢ sreat deal of o aricucs
will be goined.

.
&,

; ¢. 1lhe only lovict overllight cayability anzrovas by
: the rresident is the CUALIC D prosram,  Indicuticns cra
that he will zront aaorovals for uu"‘.“,‘f A ilirhis,  Therals
with o CONONA eporationa] capabilily next month ood wit

clear approval choannels, TlA should orposa lverilns rinanciles
Iroms this approved natienal program,
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